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Living the Christian Life 
Lesson 4 – I Peter 1:11-13 

 
Read I Peter 1:11-13 before you continue reading. As you read, pay close 

attention to the sincere love of God and His people that radiates from Peter’s 
writings! 

REVIEW: I Peter 1:1-10 – Peter wrote to the “strangers”, which were the 
Jews and Gentile believers that were “not of this world”, who were scattered 
throughout the world. These “elect” were sanctified by the Spirit through their 
faith shown by their actions and the blood of Jesus that washed away their sins. 
They were “resurrected” to “new life” in Christ to a “living faith” to receive an 
eternal inheritance being “kept” by their faithfulness to God! They will be 
persecuted for their faith, but this trial of their faith is priceless “being much more 
precious than of gold”! The prophets foretold of this grace, but they did not 
completely understand what God has revealed to us through His Holy Spirit! 

Verse 11-12 “Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ 
which was in them [the prophets] did signify, when It [Holy Spirit] testified 
beforehand [the prophecies in the Old Testament of] the sufferings of Christ, and 
the glory that should follow. Unto whom [the prophets] it [suffering of Christ] 
was revealed, that not unto themselves [not to their benefit], but unto us 
[Christians] they did minister [instruct] the things [the prophecies], which are 
now reported [preached and taught] unto you by them [Apostles] that have 
preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; 
which things the angels desire to look into.” 

The prophets desired to understand the prophecies that they spoke and wrote 
by way of the Holy Spirit within them. They wrote of the time in which God would 
fulfil His will for our redemption through the death of Jesus, so that every man 
ever born could be reunited to walk with God and receive the “glories” of eternal 
life with Him forever! These prophecies were not written just for their benefit, but 
for the benefit of all that through faith would receive the blessings of the gospel, 
which the Apostles now as eyewitnesses share with us through the Word of God! 
These blessings are so wonderful, that the angels of God desire to see them also! 
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God revealed His word to the faithful prophets of the Old Covenant, 
promising a New Covenant with the house of Israel, because Israel rejected His 
law. This covenant would include the giving of the Holy Spirit through the 
sacrifice of Christ to fulfil the law in the lives of those who would repent of their 
sins. God did not change, for this has been His plan from the beginning. God has 
always desired to walk or dwell with man. Jeremiah 31:31-34 teaches us, 

“Behold, the days come, saith the LORD,                                                                                
that I will make a New Covenant with the house of Israel…                                                     

Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers…                                            
which My covenant they brake… After those days, saith the LORD,                                                                                                 
I will put My law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts;                                                                                            

and will be their God, and they shall be My people.                                                                     
And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour,                                                        

and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know Me, 
from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD:                                          

for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”                                                                         

Jesus restored the world back to God by laying down His life for man, that 
we might have the choice to walk with God through faith in the gospel! Walking 
in the Spirit of God is the Christian Life! If you yield to the perfect will of God 
outlined in His gospel, God gives you the Holy Spirit to guide you into all truth! 

Verse 13 “Wherefore [because you have the Holy Spirit] gird up 
[strengthen] the loins [the hips possess real strength] of your mind [thinking; 
imagination]… 

Peter tells you that since you have been given the entire picture through the 
Spirit and you possess the complete Word of God [including all the prophecies 
and their fulfillment], you should strengthen your thinking in righteousness, so 
that you think as God does. Brainwashing is always thought of as unbelievably 
bad, but the Bible commands you to allow God and His Word to wash your 
thinking. Ephesians 5:26-27 says,  

“That He might sanctify [separate] and cleanse it [the church]                                                               
with the washing of water by the WORD [brainwashing],                                                         

That He might present it [the church] to Himself a glorious church,                                       
NOT having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing [not defiled by the world];                     

but that it [the church] should be holy and without blemish [as He is holy].” 

You need to wash your brain of all the programming of this world through 
philosophy, excuses, images, violence, self-will, and arrogance! As Adam should 
have done, you need to reject the tree of knowledge of good and evil and choose 
only to eat of the Tree of Life! Ephesians 6:14 teaches this also, 

“Stand therefore [know the Truth and don’t compromise],                                                   
having your loins [strength of your mind] girt [strengthened] 

about with truth [God’s Word], 
and having on the breastplate of righteousness.” 
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Notice that you are to take a stand, which uses the power of your “loins” or 
hips as a parable. The “loins” or your hip section of your body is the “trunk” or 
strength of standing strong. The “loins” of your mind must be strong, so that you 
do not become weak in the faith. Peter knows that if you do not purpose in your 
mind that you will “stand” against sin, you will “give in” and compromise with 
satan and the world! 

The “breastplate” is a piece of armour that protects your physical heart, but 
the “breastplate” of righteousness worn through faith in the truth protects your 
heart from the deception of satan! This breastplate of righteousness is very 
important to understand, for it guards us against the deception of sin as 
commanded in Ephesians 6:14, 

“Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth,                                                 
and having on the breastplate of righteousness.” 

The “loins” must have the “girdle” or belt of truth to strengthen our stand 
for God! Righteousness must be the desired end or purpose in our lives! 

Isaiah 11:5 is a prophecy of Jesus, the Branch, which speaks of His strength 
to stand against the wickedness of this world. 

“And righteousness shall be the girdle [brace] of His loins,                                               
and faithfulness the girdle [brace] of His reins [thinking].” 

This brainwashing is from the thinking of the world to the righteous and 
holy thinking of God. Therefore, those who watch television, videos, movies, 
YouTube, the internet, or other wicked forms of entertainment have already LOST 
THE BATTLE OF THEIR PURE MIND. Perhaps you think if you “guard” 
against nudity and cursing that you are alright, but the philosophy of the world 
has redefined right and wrong! Sifting through the sludge of entertainment reveals 
what is in your heart! It matters not what people’s opinion may be! God is holy 
and He expects you to guard your mind from the filthy thinking of the world.  

When I was first converted [now over thirty-five years ago], I thought that 
there might be some movies or cartoons that the world produced that I could have 
a little family “entertainment” night. Satan was laughing at me as he sought to 
drag me back to his wicked grip of lust! As I looked at the various movies; I asked 
myself, “Will this cause me to obey the gospel and love the LORD with all my 
heart, soul, and mind? Will this cause me to think holy thoughts and glorify God?”   

Well, that ruled out all the movies, all the children’s cartoons [full of 
violence, lying, sneaking, deceiving, and disrespect, etc.], all the movies about the 
“family” (no daddies, no family, and no Bible), all the modern shows or reruns 
[with no discipline, no prayer, no Jesus, and no Bible – very bad philosophy 
regarding child-rearing], and all the “Christian” movies.  
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I asked the Lord to forgive me, after seeing what sinful trash a Biblical story 
was turned into. Do not let Hollywood influence your pure thinking, and don’t let 
ANY movie or video dictate to your children how they should think either. All of 
those cartoons have perverted philosophy that goes directly against the Bible and 
encourages seducing spirits. How do they help you to obey the gospel of “pure in 
heart”? They only pervert your mind to think as the god of this world, who is 
blinding the hearts and minds of all who are programmed by them! 

“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.”                                             
Matthew 5:8 

How do they draw you closer to God or make you want to pray or read your 
Bible more? Where is contentment and self-denial taught? There is also no such 
thing as a “Christian movie”, either! If you believe in “Christian movies”, then 
you must also believe in Christian immorality and murder! All of these are made 
to entertain your mind right to hell! They create a “longing” for the things and 
comforts of this world that will never bring the peace that Jesus promised. 

 If you disagree about the entertainment of this world, then you must be 
honest with yourself… it’s your sinful flesh that you do not want to put to death. 
You love the lust, violence, and seduction more than you love God and His 
holiness! You are in the flesh and are looking for every excuse you can to appear 
“Christian”, but enjoy satan’s pleasures of this world!   

Romans 12:2 commands us,  

“And be not conformed [patterned after] to this world:                                                                                
but be ye transformed [changed] by the renewing of your mind [God’s Word],                                   

that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 

Jesus spoke of your thinking in Luke 12:34,  

“For where your treasure [love of pleasure] is [which begins in the mind],                                            
there will your heart be also.” 

Jesus again talks about the “loins” or hips being strengthened in verse 35,  

“Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning.” 

Jesus is speaking of His coming for you… for you do not know what day, 
hour, or minute will be your last! He warns in verse 36, 

“And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord,                                               
when He will return from the wedding; that when He cometh and knocketh,                         

they may open unto Him immediately.” 

Every sin that is committed begins and is weighed in the mind. This is why 
Paul tells us in Romans 16:19,   

“…I would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil.” 
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Those who partake in such wickedness show what is in their heart and who 
they are serving. Satan desires to entertain the world right into hell. The internet 
now spans the entire world, by which satan desires to control with his wicked 
thinking. Those professing to serve God must make a choice of whom they will 
serve as explained in Romans 6:16!  

“Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey,                                       
his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 

whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?” 

If you put worldliness, wrong philosophy, nudity, carnality, filthy talk, and 
covetousness into your mind; satan has eternally damned your soul! Isaiah 55:8 
tells us that God does not think as we think; but we have the mind of Christ 
according to I Corinthians 2:16, which is found in His Word. It is your job to study 
(II Timothy 2:15) to show yourself approved unto God and to “flee also youthful 
lusts” (II Timothy 2:22). 

HERE IS A VERY OLD QUOTE THAT YOU NEED TO READ TO 
REALLY UNDERSTAND WHAT IS GOING ON TODAY BY WAY OF THE 
INTERNET! Anton LaVey (head “pastor” of the satanic church) said this many 
years ago about television. Satan’s agenda was very small with the television, for 
now satan uses the “world wide web” or internet to destroy the entire world with 
his wicked thinking, yet those who “claim to be Christians” partake of his wicked 
indoctrination or brainwashing! 

"Television is the major mainstream infiltration for the new satanic religion. 
The TV set or satanic family altar has grown more elaborate since the early '50s, 
from the tiny fuzzy screen to huge entertainment centers covering entire walls 
with several monitors. What started as an innocent respite from everyday life 
has become in itself a replacement for real life for millions, a major religion of 
the masses. All religions are coming around to satanism." 

This open satanic leader boasts of the destructiveness of the “media”, yet 
those who call themselves Christians partake in satan’s internet today! The 
internet is the “world wide web”, by which the antichrist or “man of sin” will 
control the world and IS already! 

As you get into the Word of God, your thinking and perspective changes as 
you read that you are a stranger and pilgrim on this earth in I Peter 2:11, 

“Dearly beloved, I beseech you as STRANGERS AND PILGRIMS,                             
abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul.” 

Knowing that you are “just passing through”, you also realize that your life 
is as a vapour [a mist of moisture] as James 4:14 teaches, 

“Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life?                          
IT IS EVEN A VAPOUR, THAT APPEARETH FOR A LITTLE TIME,                            

AND THEN VANISHETH AWAY.” 
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A vapour is like steam or a mist in the air. It only lasts a very short time until 
it is consumed by the vastness of the universe. Knowing how short your life is, 
Jesus encourages you not to lay up treasures on this earth in Matthew 6:19-20, 

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth,                                                                
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 

But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,                                                                  
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt,                                                                            

and where thieves do not break through nor steal.” 

What treasures can you lay up in Heaven? The treasures in Heaven are 
eternal life given to the faithful few who will deny themselves, take up their cross 
daily, and follow Jesus in His steps. We are commanded to always be abounding 
in the work of the Lord in I Corinthians 15:58, which causes us to lay up those 
treasures.  

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable,                                           
always abounding in the work of the Lord,                                                             

forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 

You will receive the reward of the inheritance at the day of judgment 
according to your works. Every man will be judged by God, Who knows all things 
including your thoughts and motives. He will reward you for your labor in eternity 
as Colossians 3:24 teaches,  

“Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance:                          
for ye serve the Lord Christ.” 

Instead of fearing the circumstances and what will happen tomorrow, you 
must understand that God is in control of all things; which includes politics, jobs, 
families, and even your authorities’ hearts. He puts the heathen in power for His 
perfect will’s sake. You must learn to trust Him in everything without fearing man 
as Psalm 75:6-7 teaches, 

“For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west,                                         
nor from the south. But God is the Judge: 

He putteth down one, and setteth up another.” 

Though it appears in man’s eyes that the authority in a country is “in 
control”, we know that the leader can only do what God allows him to do 
according to His will. As we just learned, God puts into power and takes out of 
power those rulers over us according to the punishment that He is going to bring 
upon the world. Though they appear to be very powerful as they unite against 
Him, we know the end of the world! God is in complete control! 

“The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water:                                 
He turneth it whithersoever [however] He will [desires].”                                         

Proverbs 21:1 
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Since we are strangers and pilgrims in this world and our lives are but a 
vapour or mist, we must understand that everything that we do in this world has 
eternal blessings or curses. We must lay up for ourselves treasures in Heaven by 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, because He will reward us according 
to our labours in eternity. God is in complete control, no matter how powerful the 
governments of men may appear to us. He has a plan, and in the end, He will come 
to punish the world for their sins. If we are faithful to Him, we will reign with 
Him forever in the New Jerusalem! 

Praise ye the LORD! Knowing all this changes our thinking about our 
everyday life on this earth. We now know that nothing in this world is as it seems. 
The entire world is only temporary, and all will be destroyed by the wrath of God! 

Wrong thinking puts your dependency upon yourself and your 
accomplishments, and takes it away from complete dependency upon God! 
Looking at the world in the flesh, instead of knowing the truth in the Spirit will 
cause you to take your eyes off of Jesus! Jesus taught this in Matthew 6:25,  

“Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat,                  
or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on.                                   

Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?” 

Let’s study what the “called out” believers are to be thinking about from 
Philippians 4:6-8: [This portion of Scripture  is talking to the faithful in Christ that 
are poor in spirit, repentant, meek, hungering and thirsting after righteousness, 
merciful, pure in heart, and have denied themselves, taken up their cross, and 
followed the Lord leaving father, mother, wife, sons, daughters, etc.] 

“Be careful for nothing [Don’t be anxious; fear; worry];                                                           
but in every thing [every part of your life] by prayer and supplication                            

[by crying out to God in faith] with thanksgiving [contentment; thankful heart] 
let your requests [prayer] be made known unto God.                                                                                                               
And the peace of God [calmness; restfulness within],                                                                 

which passeth all understanding [the world cannot understand],                                              
shall keep [preserve] your hearts [feelings] and minds [perception of things] 

through Christ Jesus… 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are:  
1. true [no lie is of the truth, not deceitful], whatsoever things are 

2. honest [pure in heart; sincere], whatsoever things are 

3. just [holy], whatsoever things are 

4. pure [innocent, modest, chaste], whatsoever things are 

5. lovely [acceptable to God], whatsoever things are 

6. of good report [faithfulness]; if there be any 

7. virtue [righteousness], and if there be any 

8. praise [that glorifies God], think on these things.” 
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These eight things are really questions, which you can ask yourself before 
deciding to waste your time thinking on a subject or partaking in something that 
will influence your mind… which is just about anything in this world. You won’t 
understand or desire this thinking if you are consumed or concerned with the 
thinking of this world. If you desire to serve two masters, this will be offensive to 
you. Paul speaks to those who are not of this world and are seeking those things 
which are above as Colossians 3:1-2 commands, 

“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above…                                    
Set your affection on things above [true, honest, just, pure…],                                          

not on things on the earth [lies, compromise, ungodly, immoral…].”       

Complete faith and trust in the Lord is taught in Proverbs 16:3, 

“Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall be established.” 

 Your works are what you are feeding your mind with, such as the people 
with which you associate, the places you go, the things to which you listen, and 
the images or pictures of which your brain takes a lasting “photocopy” to either 
help or haunt you the rest of your life. Close your eyes and almost anything that 
you have seen with your eyes can be displayed in the “movie screen” of the mind.   
Mind control is taught in Exodus 20:17, for coveting is done in the mind!  

“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house,                                                                                  
thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant,                                                      

nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass,                                                              
nor any thing that is thy neighbour's.” 

Looking upon immodestly dressed people [male or female] in tight form-
fitting clothing causes sin to begin in the mind. Lusting over painted and flashy 
attired women will only cause you to commit adultery with them in your heart.  
To control these thoughts, do not allow the pictures to be placed in your head! For 
those who already have these pictures in their heads, II Corinthians 10:5 is a must!   

“Casting down imaginations [images and pictures],                                                                 
and every high thing [proud, self-willed]                                                                                       

that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God [holiness, righteousness],                     
and bringing into captivity [capturing and refusing]                                                        

every thought to the obedience of Christ.” 

You must replace these wrong thoughts with good thoughts. If you are honest 
with yourself [those truly wanting to obey the Lord], you will admit that unless 
you cast down these thoughts, your flesh will control your thinking which leads 
to sin!  
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Men must “cast down” their lustful thoughts or they will never be happy and 
contented with the woman that God gives them. Your wife should be the only 
naked body that you see. Why do you think there is so much divorce and 
immorality among supposed “Christians” (religious pretenders) today? No one is 
warning of improper thinking habits that begin with what you have already put in 
front of your eyes! 

Wives must learn to be content with the “things” that they have. It is amazing 
how many pastors’ wives crave the things and comforts of this world so much that 
their husbands must compromise the truth in order to keep them happy. No one 
seems content today, for in America where there is prosperity, it does not seem to 
be enough. Foreigners lust after the “American Dream” as they begin to dress, 
act, and talk like the unhappy Americans that appear to have “everything”! 

Paul has a lot to say about the thinking pattern of the mind of Christians, as 
Philippians 2:5 tells us to think as Christ did, 

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” 

Can you really picture Jesus sitting in front of the internet watching what’s 
on there? Paul goes on to say in Ephesians 4:23-24, 

“And be renewed in the spirit (mental disposition) of your mind;                                       
And that ye put on the new man (new thinking, goals, purpose),                                   
which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.” 

The renewing of your mind means the complete changing of what you used 
to desire to the things that are the will of God for you and your family. It is very 
easy to desire a comfortable life in this world, but the end thereof is the way of 
death. Our thinking must be renewed in the knowledge of the will of God as 
Colossians 3:10 teaches, 

“And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge                                   
after the image of Him [righteousness of God] that created him.” 

You are to think as the new man, who is created by God in righteousness and 
true holiness; and this is God’s holiness, not man’s opinion of holiness! If you do 
not see the importance of not looking upon anything that does not pass the eight-
question test of Philippians 4:8, then you have hardened your heart to the things 
of God! This complete change of thinking changes every decision that you make 
and how you look at everything. The world is worthless, but walking with God is 
all that you think about! 

One more verse on this subject is found in Psalms 101:3,  

“I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes…” 
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This is a statement made by a godly man who understood that it would lead 
to wrong thinking!!!! This teaches us how dangerous the internet is, because it 
will be the tool that unites the world on the side of the “man of sin”! It already 
controls the world and the thinking of the majority of people who “can’t live 
without it”! It’s time to wake up and understand the schemes of the devil! 

Verse 13 – Continued “…Be sober…”  

This next command also has to do with the mind as …be sober… (serious-
minded) is a mental attitude towards the commandments of God. Soberness means 
“serious-minded” or not allowing the world to “intoxicate” your mind [like 
making you “drunk” in sin]. Being sober means that you are alert and looking out 
for the pitfalls of the devil as he tries to hinder, wound, tempt, and eventually 
devour [destroy] you as I Peter 5:8 tells us,  

“Be sober, be vigilant [watchful]; because your adversary the devil,                             
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour [consume].” 

Satan is very active using any means possible. Many times satan will get 
Christians sidetracked on a good thing that is not the will of God or that leads to 
wrongdoing. You must be sober and alert to these schemes of the devil and watch 
for them by always being in the center of God’s perfect will. How can we do 
this??? We can do this by knowing and studying God’s Word, so that He speaks 
to us and gives us direction and by praying without ceasing.   

I Thessalonians 5:6 commands us to be alert and serious-minded, so that we 
do not fall asleep as those of this world sleep in deception.  

“Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.” 

We are not of the night (evil), because we are of the day with the bright light 
of truth leading us on the strait and narrow way of the gospel. Verse 8 says, 

“But let us, who are of the day, be sober,                                                                           
putting on the breastplate of faith and love; 

and for an helmet, the hope [faith] of salvation.” 

    Being sober is commanded for everyone as Paul commanded preachers in 
I Timothy 3:2 (also Titus 1:7), “A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of 
one wife, vigilant, sober….” And what about their wives? I Timothy 3:11 says,  

“Even so must their wives be grave [heavenly-minded], not slanderers,                     
sober [serious-minded], faithful in all things.” 

The aged men are in Titus 2:2,  

“That the aged men be sober [serious-minded], grave [heavenly-minded], 
temperate [self-controlled], sound in faith [teaching the truth],                                                

in charity [true love], in patience [faithful].” 
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The aged women [older in the faith] are to teach the young women as  
Titus 2:4 says,  

“That they may teach the young women to be sober [serious-minded],                        
to love their husbands [do what is best for them], to love their children.” 

Today, the “older” woman doesn’t know anything godly to teach the younger 
woman, because they are so caught up in the world! Their careers and own life 
crowd out the righteous role that God ordained for them. How can a woman that 
is not submissive to her husband, cannot control her children, and is not serious 
about her relationship with God have anything to teach anyone else?   

Then Paul included the young men in Titus 2:6,  

“Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded.” 

It is very difficult for a young man to be sober or serious-minded when he is 
so double-minded or following older men that are double-minded. Most men lie 
and convince themselves that they are not going after the things of this world as 
they put on a spiritual appearance. You must be serious-minded regarding eternal 
life and the coming wrath of God. Young men think that they have all the time in 
the world and that their fleshly desires are more important than eternal life.  

     Peter explains another reason that you must be sober in I Peter 4:7,  

“But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober,                                             
and watch unto prayer.” 

The “man of sin” shall be revealed very shortly as all of “Christianity” is 
waiting for Jesus to return, so they think! You are warned that there will be a 
falling away or apostasy from the truth of the Bible as Christians depart from the 
faith and give heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils. These spirits fill 
the internet, television, social media, and pulpits of the “social club” churches 
preaching balance, prosperity, compromise, worldliness, ungodliness, 
ecumenicalism, no repentance, and no holiness. They encourage unity at the price 
of compromise with satan! Balance really meaning entanglement in the world, 
and prosperity really meaning loving the world! Remember that the “Truth 
divides” those who desire to serve God from those who only desire a “form of 
godliness” as Jesus taught us in Matthew 10:34, 

“Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: 
I came not to send peace, but a sword.” 

Verse 13 – Continued “…and hope [patiently endure] to the end for the 
grace [mercy of God] that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.” 

Peter encourages all to “hope” or endure with intense anticipation unto the 
end. This is the perseverance of the saints. We must faithfully obey the will of 
God until the day that we stand before Jesus to hear “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant.” 
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Jesus gives a stern warning that should make us sober about our daily walk 
with Him in Luke 21:36, 

“Watch ye therefore, and pray always,                                                                                     
that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to 

pass, and to stand before the Son of man.” 

John encourages those who obey the gospel and are faithful of the love of 
God shown by calling us the sons of God. Upon His appearing, we shall eternally 
be like Him! While we are on this earth, we must continue to “grow in grace” by 
daily “purifying” ourselves from the lusts of the world! What a blessed hope that 
we have of eternal life. Read I John 3:3, 

“And every man that hath this hope in Him purifieth himself,                                         
even as He is pure.” 

We have learned so much in this short lesson about how our thinking must 
be conformed to the thinking of God. It all starts as we realize that as Jesus is not 
of this world, so we are not of this world. We are pilgrims and strangers in this 
world, and all that is in this world is so very temporal.  

We are tested daily to see if we love the Lord or this world! Do you not see 
that God has such eternal rewards for those who love Him with all their heart, 
soul, and mind much more than this world?  

Let the mind of Christ from His word and the Holy Spirit within guide you 
into all truth as you purge yourself daily to be conformed to the image of Jesus! 
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